The Jury of the Leonor Hirsch Award
GERALD BENNETT was born in 1942 in New Jersey (USA). He graduated magna cum laude from Harvard College in 1964. Bennett taught for nine years at the Basel (Switzerland) Conservatory, and from 1969 until 1976 was director of that school. From 1976 until 1981, he was a department head at the Institut de Recherche et Coordination Acoustique/Musique (IRCAM), Paris. From 1981 to 2007, Bennett was professor of Music Theory and Composition at the Hochschule for Music in Zurich. In 1985 he co-founded the Swiss Center for Computer Music. He was also co-founder (1983) and from 1986 until 1992 Secretary of the International Confederation of Electroacoustic Music (ICEM), a member organization of IMC-UNESCO. Since 1993 he has been a member of the International Academy of Electroacoustic Music of Bourges. In 2005, he founded the Institute for Computer Music and Sound Technology at the University of the Arts in Zurich and was its director until his retirement in 2007. 
Bennett's compositions are published by Edition Modern und Mnémosyne, and his writings are published by Gallimard, Oxford University Press, Eulenburg, MIT Press and others. He currently lives outside Basel, Switzerland.

NINA COLOSI is the founder and creative director of Streaming Museum, a new hybrid museum of the 21st century that presents real-time exhibitions in cyberspace and public space on seven continents. Based in New York City, she works as an independent curator and producer of multi-media exhibitions, performing arts and public programs in collaboration with international curators, cultural institutions and education centers. 
Colosi has presented over 300 artists in The Project Room for New Media, which she founded at Chelsea Art Museum in New York City in 2003. She holds a Master Degree in piano from Manhattan School of Music and studied composition and TV, film and video production. Colosi has received Emmy and other awards and grants for her work integrating moving image and theater with music she created in her studio.

FRANCISCO KRÖPFL—composer, instructor and investigator—has developed new methodologies for the composition and analysis of music. He has taught composition courses and conferences across Europe and America. His musical productions include chamber, orchestral and electronic works, which have been interpreted in his native Argentina and abroad. 
Kröpfl founded the first electronic music laboratory in Latin America in 1958: the “Estudio de Fonología Musical" at the National University in Buenos Aires (UBA). He later served as professor of Morphology for the Arts Program of UBA's Faculty of Philosophy and Letters (1987 to 1997). Kröpfl was awarded the Magistère de Bourges in 1988 and was a Guggenheim fellow in 1997. Also in the 1990s, he took first prize in national and municipal competitions for musical composition. 
Kröpfl was the musical director of the Centro Cultural Recoleta (1990-2006) and a member of the National Endowment of the Arts in Argentina (1990-2004). He is currently president of the Argentine Federation of Electroacoustic Music (FARME) and a member of the International Confederation of Electroacoustic Music (ICEM) / IMC-UNESCO. 
